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great   interest  in   the   Battenbergs :    Alexander's  elder
brother had married Princess Victoria of Hesse, the Queen's
aranddaughter, and his younger brother, Henry, in 188,5-
had married her youngest daughter,   Princess  Beatrice.
Prince Alexander,   the next year,  had been forced to
abdicate and was now living in retirement with his cousins
in Darmstadt, and the danger of his marriage provoking
international friction between Russia and Germany had
therefore  vanished,   for he  was  no   longer  a  reigning
prince and this marriage would have been void of political
significance.    But now the Queen, for very wise reasons,
was  strongly  against  the  marriage.    William  was  still
violently opposed to it, and now within a few months
at the most he would become Emperor of Germany, and
would certainly refuse his consent, even as  his grand-
father had done.    Moreover Prince Alexander himself no
longer desired it.    He was  no longer reigning Prince
of Bulgaria, and therefore politically it would be of no
value  to him,   and  his   affections  were   now with  an
opera singer, Fraulein Loisinger, whom he married within
a year.

The Queen was spending her spring holiday of 1888

at the Villa Palmieri at Florence, and she intended to

go to Berlin on her way home to see the dying Emperor

for the last time.    Lord Salisbury, her Prime Minister,

did not like the idea at all, for he had heard from the

British   Ambassador   that   Prince   Alexander   had   been

invited there by the Emperor, in order that the betrothal

should take place, and that Bismarck, who still believed

that the Queen, firm in her ' Battenbergery/  approved

it, had threatened to resign if it did.     Lord Salisbury

therefore advised the Queen to give up her visit, rather

than be involved  in such an embroilment;   Bismarck